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Hospitality  
 
Welcome   
 

A Moment to Feel God’s Presence  
 

Opening Prayer  
 

Praise & Worship 
 

Praise Reports and Prayer Requests   
 

Community/Pastoral Prayer Rev. Annie Ross   
 

Announcements  
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

Collection of Tithes & Offerings  
 

Offertory: * 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
We lift our lives up to You, We are an offering. 
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands 
Lord use our lives, they are Yours. We are an offering. 
 
All that we have, all that we are, All that we hope to be 
We give to You, we give to You. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands 
We lift our lives up to You. 
We are an offering, we are an offering. 

 

Scripture Reading  
 

Song of Preparation   
 

Sermon  Rev. Marilyn Bowens 
 

Holy Communion  
 

At Imani MCC, and at MCCs throughout the world, we serve an open 
communion. Everyone is welcome at the Table of God. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is truly right and our greatest joy … 
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices … 
 
Holy! Holy! Holy! Lord, God of power and might! 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 

The Mystery of Faith: 
Christ has died. Christ has risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 

The Consecration (Blessing of the Elements) 
 

Invitation to the Table  
 

Distribution of the Elements  
We use a small wafer & grape juice. 

Please respect those around you and engage in silent meditation. 
-- Thank You -- 

If you would like someone to pray with you following the 
service, please let your server know at the time of communion. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving Rev. Annie Ross 
 

Closing Blessing * 
 “We now go forth in faith with this intention: 

 To Worship wherever we are 

 By being God’s Word made flesh, 

 Living the Oneness that we are, 

 Celebrating Wonder everywhere, 

 And bearing Witness through love. 
And so it is. And so it shall be. Amen. “ 

 
Parting Song * “Make Us One” 

 
Program Subject to Change 

* Please rise as you are able. 

“Pass Me Not”   .......................................................  Congregational Song 
  

Pass me not, O gentle Savior, 
Hear my humble cry; 
While on others Thou art calling, 
Do not pass me by. 
 
Chorus: Savior, Savior, Hear my humble cry; 
While on others Thou art calling, 
Do not pass me by. 
 
Let me at Thy throne of mercy 
Find a sweet relief, 
Kneeling there in deep contrition; 
Help my unbelief. Chorus 
 
Trusting only in Thy merit, 
Would I seek Thy face; 
Heal my wounded, broken spirit, 
Save me by Thy grace. Chorus 
 
Thou the Spring of all my comfort, 
More than life to me, 
Whom have I on earth beside Thee? 
Whom in heav'n but Thee? Chorus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Justice Corner 
 
Concerning NC General Assembly's possible legislation on same-sex marriage, the 
Charlotte Observer noted: 
 
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/article144116699.html 
 
Concerning being prepared during an Emergency, Federal Emergency Management 
Admin. (FEMA) and Homeland Security recommends: 
 
https://www.fema.gov/blog/2015-04-29/everyone-m ust-be-prepared-emergencies 
https://www.dhs.gov/how-do-i/prepare-my-family-disaster 

 



“Make Us One” ........................................................   Parting Song 
 
Make us one Lord, Make us one. 
Holy Spirit, make us one. 
Let your love flow, so the world will know 
We are one in you.. 
 

All song lyrics in this church bulletin are reprinted by permission. CCLI License #1591282. 

 
Social Justice Corner 

Concerning NC General Assembly's redistricting and gerrymandering 
legislative attempts, the NAACP and Democracy NC informs: 
 

JOINT STATEMENT FROM NC NAACP & DEMOCRACY NC IN RESPONSE TO 
REDISTRICTING CRITERIA ADOPTEDBY NCGA REDISTRICTING COMMITTEE 

 
DURHAM – The North Carolina NAACP and Democracy North Carolina issue this joint statement following the meeting of the 
Redistricting Committee of the North Carolina General Assembly, which is under federal court order to remedy by September 1, 2017 the 
unconstitutional, racially-gerrymandered maps that brought the legislature to power.  Today, the committee adopted, along party lines, 
nine criteria for legislative redistricting, which include prohibiting the consideration of race in the drawing of new maps, while permitting 
precincts to be split for partisan advantage, the protection of incumbents, and “political consideration” of election results data. 
“During the most recent hearing in the federal redistricting case Covington v. North Carolina, the three-judge panel rebuked the 

leadership of the General Assembly in open court for failing to take seriously the egregious harms caused by their illegal 
racial gerrymander,” said Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II, president of the North Carolina NAACP.  “Today, the General 
Assembly made it absolutely clear th at they are not serious about remedying the grave constitutional harm they have 
wrought.  They refuse to repent for their unconstitutional, racially-gerrymandered maps, and are instead flagrantly engaging 
in a remedial process that will result in discriminatory maps and subvert the will of the people.  The General Assembly is 
acting in bad faith -- it is time for them to stop this sham process and show us and the courts their maps.” 
 ”The criteria that the Redistricting Committee adopted today blatantly disregards the mandates of the Voting Rights Act, 
which requires lawmakers to give race proper consideration when drawing district lines,” stated NC NAACP Attorney Irv 
Joyner.  “We need to remember that the leadership caucus of this legislature came to power in the first place by using illegal 
maps that devalued and diminished the power of black voters, and then spent over half a decade wielding that power to hurt 
people of color, women, the LGBTQ community, workers, and the sickest and poorest among us.  The same people who were 
responsible for the first racial gerrymander are at it again.  Refusing to consider race at all in drawing remedial maps is illegal 
under federal law, and the NC NAACP will continue to monitor and challenge any efforts by the General Assembly to 
disempower and disenfranchise black voters.” 
“Today's Redistricting Committee Meeting to determine criteria for redrawing racially-gerrymandered districts illustrated 
just how invulnerable the Republican leadership feels, and how far they'll go to rig the system for partisan control,” said Bob 
Hall, Executive Director of Democracy North Carolina.  ”This charade approved previously struck-down standards for voting 
districts that rejects interests of voters of color and elevates partisan politics in the process. It also continues the pretense that 
N.C. House and Senate district maps aren't already drawn by the GOP's go-to gerrymanderer, Thomas Hofeller. For too long, 
this racist and partisan gerrymandering has diluted and manipulated the power of North Carolina voters and led to costly 
court battles. Nothing we saw today suggests these maps will be any different. We're demanding these lawmakers drop the 
act and show us their maps.” 

 
Let’s remember to “keep first things first” this week! 

 “Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or 
‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’ 

But seek first [God’s] kingdom and [God’s] righteousness, and all 
these things will be added to you.” 

Matthew 6:31, 33 (NASB) 
 

 Attendance 
Worship 
Offering 

PayPal 
Giving 

Total 
Offering 

Aug 13 2017 17 $730.00 $245.00 $975.00 
Total Offering Now Needed Weekly in 2017 $1,025.38 
Offering Still Needed to reach Year-To-Date Budget 2017 $2,653.68 

 

 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen.” - Hebrews 11:1 (KJV) 

STAFF 
Senior Pastor – Rev. Marilyn O. Bowens PastorMarilyn@ImaniMCC.org 
Church Admin. – Jim Manchester – ChurchAdmin@ImaniMCC.org 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Moderator - Rev. Marilyn O. Bowens – PastorMarilyn@ImaniMCC.org 

Vice-Moderator – Jaye Vaughn - JayeV@ImaniMCC.org 
Clerk – Charisse Gilbreath 
Treasurer - Lisa Geib 
Board Member - Priscilla Ross 
Board Member - Victoria Samayoa 

 
LAY DELEGATE 

(vacant) 
 
DEACON 

Marcus Davis 
 
CHURCH INFORMATION 
Imani Ministry Center: 3602 C-View Street, Durham NC 27713 
Mailing Address: PO Box 13172 • Durham NC 27709-3172 
Church Phone Number: 919-682-0154 
Webpage: www.ImaniMCC.org 
 
WEEKLY EVENTS 

 Wednesday: 7:00pm-8:15pm – Bible Study 

 Thursday: 6:30pm-8:30pm - Voices of Imani rehearsal 
 

 
 
 
 

Please check your email for the latest 
Focusing Our Faith. 

 
Ministry Center: 3602 C-View Street • Durham NC 

Mailing Address: PO Box 13172 • Durham NC 27709-3172

worship, word, oneness, wonder and witness. 
 

 “Imani (Faith) ... is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence 

of things not seen.” - Hebrews 11:1 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Imani MCC 
 
 
 

August 20, 2017 
10:00 am 

Imani MCC Ministry Center 
 

WE WELCOME YOU TO IMANI MCC. 
YOU MAY BE NEW TO US, BUT 

YOU ARE KNOWN AND LOVED BY GOD. 
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