
Sunday, December 14, 2014 Sunday • 10:00 am 
Worship Coordinator  
Sound Engineer Jennifer  
 

Welcome  
A Moment to Feel God’s Presence 
  
Lighting of the Third Advent Candle - Joy 

One: We have lit the first two candles, one for hope and one for peace. 
Today we light the third candle, the candle of joy. This should be the 
easy one, because joy is all around us—in the children, the lights, the 
music, the gathering together. But how often do we let our 
preparations—or our memories—push joy to the side? Joy is like an 
underground spring that wells up within us, but joy is also a choice, an 
attitude. Like a muscle, it needs to be exercised. So today we open 
ourselves to joy, trusting that God has already planted it in us. All we 
need to do is give it care and offer it to share. 

All: Loving God, we open ourselves to you, trusting that this is how 
you made us: you created us for joy-filled hearts and lives. Show us 
the creative power of hope. Teach us the peace that comes from 
justice. Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be contained, but 
must be shared. Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, That 
we may walk in the light of Christ. Amen. 

Opening Prayer  
 

Praise & Worship  
 

Praise Reports and Prayer Requests  
Community/Pastoral Prayer Rev. Marilyn Bowens   
 

Announcements  
Passing of the Peace 
 

Collection of Tithes & Offerings 
Celebration of God’s Gifts to Us through the Building Fund  
Offertory: * 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
We lift our lives up to You, We are an offering. 
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands 
Lord use our lives, they are Yours. We are an offering. 
 

All that we have, all that we are, All that we hope to be 
We give to You, we give to You. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands 
We lift our lives up to You. 
We are an offering, we are an offering. 

 

Scripture Reading John 1:1-14   
 

Message  Rev. Marilyn Bowens 
“Can God Get a Witness?” 

 

Holy Communion Rev. Marilyn Bowens 
 

At Imani MCC, and at MCCs throughout the world, we serve an open 
communion. Everyone is welcome at the Table of God. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is truly right and our greatest joy … 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices … 
 
Holy! Holy! Holy! Lord, God of power and might! 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 

The Mystery of Faith: 
Christ has died. Christ has risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 

The Consecration (Blessing of the Elements) 
 

Invitation to the Table 
 

Distribution of the Elements  
We use a small wafer & grape juice. 

Please respect those around you and engage in silent meditation. 
-- Thank You -- 

If you would like someone to pray with you following the 
service, please let your server know at the time of communion. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving Rev. Annie Ross 
 

Closing Blessing * 
 “We now go forth in faith with this intention: 

 To Worship wherever we are 

 By being God’s Word made flesh, 

 Living the Oneness that we are, 

 Celebrating Wonder everywhere, 

 And bearing Witness through love. 
And so it is. And so it shall be. Amen. “ 

 
Parting Song *  “I Need You to Survive” 

 
Program Subject to Change 

* Please rise as you are able. 

“Every Praise” 
 
Every praise is to our God. 
Every word of worship with one accord, 
Every praise every praise is to our God. 
Sing hallelujah to our God, Glory hallelujah is due our God, 
Every praise every praise is to our God. 
 
God my Savior, God my Healer 
God my Deliverer, Yes He is, yes He is…. 
Every praise is to our God. 
Every word of worship with one accord 
Every praise every praise … Is to our God! 
 
“Awesome God” 
 
When He rolls up His sleeves 
He ain’t just putting on the Ritz 
Our God is an awesome God. 
 
There’s thunder in His footsteps 
And lightning in His fists 
Our God is an awesome God. 
 
And the Lord wasn’t joking, 
When He kicked ‘em out of Eden. 
It wasn’t for no reason That He shed His blood. 
He’s coming soon, you better be believing that. 
Our God is an awesome God… 
 
He reigns from heaven above, 
With wisdom, power, and love. 
Our God is an awesome God…! 
 
 

 

 
December Birthdays 

 
12/1 Lisa, 12/7 Patrick, 12/8 Annette  

12/11 Wendy, 12/23 Gloria  
12/30 Julie  

 



“I Need You to Survive” .......................................  (Closing Song) 

 
I need you, You need me, 
We’re all a part of God’s body. 
Stand with me, Agree with me, 
We’re all a part of God’s body. 
It is his will that every need be supplied. 
You are important to me. 
I need you to survive. 
 

All song lyrics in this church bulletin are reprinted by permission. CCLI License #1591282. 
 

Sermon Notes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Let’s remember to “keep first things first” this week! 
 “Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or 

‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’ 
But seek first [God’s] kingdom and [God’s] righteousness, and all 

these things will be added to you. “ 
Matthew 6:31, 33 (NASB) 

 

 Attendance Offering 

November 30 2014 25 $561.00 

December 7 2014 No worship service 

 

 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen. “ - Hebrews 11:1 (KJV) 

STAFF 
Pastor – Rev. Marilyn O. Bowens, Pastor - 

PastorMarilyn@ImaniMCC.org 
Church Admin. – Jim Manchester – ChurchAdmin@ImaniMCC.org 

(Office Hours: Thursday afternoons) 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Moderator - Rev. Marilyn O. Bowens – 
PastorMarilyn@ImaniMCC.org 

Vice-Moderator – 
Clerk – Mike Johnson – MikeJ@ImaniMCC.org 
Treasurer - Lisa Geib – LisaG@ImaniMCC.org 
Patrice Gould-Hatwood – PatH@ImaniMCC.org 
April Tate – AprilT@ImaniMCC.org 

 
LAY DELEGATE 

Jennifer Baker – JenniferB@ImaniMCC.org 
 
CHURCH INFORMATION 
Imani Ministry Center: 3602 C-View Street, Durham NC 27713 
Mailing Address: PO Box 13172 • Durham NC 27709-3172 
Church Phone Number: 919-251-6275 
Webpage: www.ImaniMCC.org 
 
WEEKLY EVENTS 

 Wednesday: 7:00pm-8:15pm – Bible Study 

 Thursday: 1:00pm-5:00 pm – Open Office Hours 

 Saturday: 12:00pm-2:00pm - Voices of Imani rehearsal 
 
 
 
 
 

Please check your email for the latest 
Focusing Our Faith. 

 
Ministry Center: 3602 C-View Street • Durham NC 

Mailing Address: PO Box 13172 • Durham NC 27709-3172

worship, word, oneness, wonder and witness. 
 

 “Imani (Faith) ... is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence 

of things not seen. “ - Hebrews 11:1 
 
 
 

 

 
Imani MCC 

 
Third Sunday in Advent 

Sunday, December 14, 2014 
10:00 am 

Imani MCC Ministry Center 
 
 
 

WE WELCOME YOU TO IMANI MCC. 
YOU MAY BE NEW TO US, BUT 

YOU ARE KNOWN AND LOVED BY GOD. 
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