
Holy Communion  ................................................................  Rev. Marilyn Bowens, Celebrant 
At Imani MCC, and at MCCs throughout the world, we serve an open communion. 

Everyone is welcome at the Table of God. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is truly right and our greatest joy … 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices … 
 
Holy! Holy! Holy! Lord, God of power and might! 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
The Mystery of Faith: 

Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. 
 
The Consecration (Blessing of the Elements) 
 
Invitation to the Table 
 
Distribution of the Elements  ...........................................................................  Marcus, Acolyte 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  ..........................................................................  Rev. Marilyn Bowens 
 
Benediction  .................................................................................................... Rev. Amy Lambert 

 

Minister of Hospitality – T Muhammed 
Sound Team Engineer – Mike Johnson 

 
Please check your email for the latest Focusing Our Faith newsletter. 

 

3602 C-View Street • Durham NC 
www.ImaniMCC.org 

 

 love through worship, word, oneness, wonder and witness. 
 

“Imani (Faith) ... is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence 

of things not seen.” - Hebrews 11:1 
 

 
Light the Candle of Love! 

 

Imani MCC 
 

Sunday, December 15, 2013 

Third Sunday in Advent 

5:00 pm • Advent Evening Worship 

Imani MCC Ministry Center 

 

WE WELCOME YOU TO IMANI MCC. 
YOU MAY BE NEW TO US, BUT 

YOU ARE KNOWN AND LOVED BY GOD. Im
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Sunday, December 15, 2013 Advent Evening Worship 
Third Sunday in Advent • The Candle of Love 5:00 pm 
 
 
 
Prelude  .................................................................................................................  Derrick, Pianist  
 
Welcome  ..................................................................................................................................  Lisa  
 
Announcements  ...............................................................................................................  Marcus  
 
Call to Worship/Candle Liturgy  ...............................................  Rev. Marilyn Bowens & Jim  

 
REMEMBERING GOD REMEMBERED US…LOVE CAME DOWN AT CHRISTMAS…. 

 

Now is the time, let us pause. As we wait, 

ALL: may we hear the voice of God, in the land of the living. 

Now is the time, let us watch. 

In our homes, at our work, even while waiting in line 

ALL: may we see the face of Christ, in the land of the living. 

Now is the moment, let us prepare our hearts. 

In our words, in our hearts, in all we say and do 

ALL: may God’s extravagant love shine through in the land of the living. 

 

Reader 1: In a world where churches lie empty, doors are shut, and people seem to have 

no room for religion anymore, God, we call upon Your name. 

Reader 2: In a world where so many claim not to believe anymore, we call upon you, El 

Shaddai, God Almighty to come. 

Reader 1: In this season of Advent, we remember and for Your Love to be felt in our 

lives again. We await the birth of Jesus, the one who loves us all, to come into our lives 

in a new way. 

Reader 2: Remember us Messiah, come into our land. (lighting the candle of Love) 

Reader 1: Prayer: Dear God, we pray that our love and faith will be renewed once again 

and may we relive the wonder of your love in our lives. God beyond time and space, 

take this moment of worship and bless it. God of new surprises, take each of us here, 

and bless us. Lord of Hope, meet us again in this service. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer  ............................................................................................ Rev. Amy Lambert 
 

Congregational Song  ........................................................................................  “The First Noël” 
The first Noël the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay tending their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
Refrain: Noël, Noël, Noël, Noël, Born is the King of Israel. 
 
They lookèd up and saw a star 
Shining in the east, beyond them far; 
And to the earth it gave great light, 
And so it continued both day and night. Refrain 
 
This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
Over Bethlehem it took its rest; 
And there it did both stop and stay, 
Right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-11  ..........................................................................................  Victoria  
 
Second Reading: Matthew 11:2-11  ......................................................................................  Lisa  
 
Congregational Song  .............................................................  “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King, 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’ angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King!” 
 
Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’ incarnate Deity, 
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King!” 
 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King!” 

 
Homily  ..........................................................................................................  Rev. Amy Lambert 
 
Offering  ....................................................................................................................................  Rae  
 

All song lyrics in this church bulletin are reprinted by permission. CCLI License #1591282. 

 


